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YAOQO Congwu’s Life of Reading as
Revealed in His Unpublished Diary

Chia-fu Sung

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Taiwan University

Drawing on the never-published Qiangxuezhai Diary (from December
1950 onward) of Yao Congwu (1894-1970), together with his other
writings, this article examines the reading life of one of the most influential
scholars of historical methodology and Song-Yuan history. It argues that
Yao, who died in his office at National Taiwan University, together with
other colleagues fleeing to Taiwan, embodied a truly scholarly ethos during
a politically tumultuous time. More importantly, he helped to establish a
modern disciplinary regime of reading within his new habitus. This reading
regime, encompassing both theory and practice, structured and regulated
systems of reading and writing. It undergirded broader forms of
institutionalized knowledge production and consumption. It was this
regime of reading that filled the postwar ruins of higher education and
research in the humanities and social sciences in Taiwan, thereby making
possible both resistance to and accommodation with other, simultaneously
emerging and more powerful regimes of reading.

Keywords: YAO Congwu, Qiangxuezhai Diary, regimes of reading,
historiography, scholarly culture



